Vesicovaginal fistula revisited.
Vesicovaginal fistulas remain common and serious problems for women in West Africa. Thirty-six surgical repairs done during visiting professorships by American gynecologists between the years 1978-1987 are documented. The overall success rate was 70%. The management of large (greater than 4 cm) obstetric fistulas was especially difficult until the Latzko technique was abandoned for the technique of wide mobilization of vaginal flaps over the fistula site. This technique reduced the failure rate from 75% through 1986 to approximately 25% in 1987. Ongoing controversies and basic principles of surgical techniques in fistula repair are reviewed.